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Living Dangerously 
an exploration of risk in modern times 

 
Expository Writing 1213 

Spring 2014 
 
 

 
 

 
Dr. Sam Temple 

 Location: PSC 228  
Office: Cross Center A (Bass Entrance), Room 45 

Email: stemple@umich.edu 
   Website: http://exposlivingdangerously.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 
 
This writing-intensive seminar deals with the nature of risk in modern society. Over the course of 
the semester, we explore what it means to take risks, as individuals and as societies. What sorts 
of risks do we face, how have they changed over time, and what role have we played in creating 
them? Why do we endorse some risks and not others? What are the effects, direct and indirect, of 
our risk-taking? How do we attempt to manage risk? How are inequalities of risk addressed in 
our society?     
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READING 
 
 Patricia O’Connor, Words Fail Me (Mariner Books, 2000). 
 Elizabeth Kolbert, Field Notes From A Catastrophe (New York: Bloomsbury, 2009). 
 Course pack, Living Dangerously. Available at Crimson and Cream print shop in the 
Student Union. 
 
The first two books can be ordered on Amazon. The course pack is available at Crimson and 
Cream print shop in the Student Union, next to the post office. Additional readings will be posted 
on the course website (http://exposlivingdangerously.wordpress.com). In the syllabus these 
readings are marked with the symbol @. 
 
WRITING 
 
There are four writing assignments in this class: a personal blog, two 1500 word essays, and a 
limited research paper. With the exception of the blog, each assignment involves significant 
drafting and revision, including a conference with me. Students must successfully complete ALL 
stages of each assignment to pass the course.  
 
Blog Journal. Students create and maintain their own blog over the course of the semester. Each 
week, students are responsible for publishing a 100–200 word post, typically in response to a 
prompt or question provided on the course website. Posts can be submitted anytime up to the 
Friday of a given week.  At the end of the semester, students will compose a “portfolio” of their 
blog for a final grade.  
 
Analytical Essays. Students will draft and revise two 1500 word essays (approximately 5 pages 
double spaced) on topics related to course readings and discussions.  More “traditional” than 
either the blog or collaborative research project, these essays focus on developing the 
fundamental skills of expository writing, the kind that most college classes require.  
 
Research Paper. Students pursue in greater detail one theme or issue that interests them 
regarding the risks of climate change. Learning how to navigate library databases, organize 
research, and assesss sources are important aspects of this essay. This assignment includes a 
short presentation to class at end of semester.  
 
THE ESSAY CYCLE 
 
Each writing assignment (the student blog excepted) consists of three stages: the submission of a 
full draft, an individual conference with me, and the submission of a revised essay. While drafts 
are not graded, they are expected to be complete and polished, not to be confused with a “rough” 
draft. Any incomplete or late draft not cleared with me will be returned without feedback, a letter 
grade deduction will be taken from your final essay and you will forfeit your conference. 
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Revised essays are due one week after conference. Timely completion of both draft and revised 
papers for each cycle is required to pass the course. 
 
 
WORKSHOPS AND PEER REVIEW 
 
This course will also accustom you to having your work read by other students. We will hold 
regular writing workshops and peer reviews that will require you to prepare comments, offer 
advice and listen carefully to the comments and advice of others. On workshop and peer review 
days, be sure to bring the necessary materials (a laptop or two clean copies of writing, depending 
on the workshop). Unprepared students will receive an absence for that day.  
 
 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 
 
Attendance: The Expository Writing Program policy grants students 3 absences (excused or 
unexcused). After that, each absence counts as a deduction of 1/3 of a letter grade from your 
final grade for the course. A sixth absence will drop the final grade a full letter grade. So come to 
class! 
 
Participation/Preparation: Classroom discussion is essential and you are expected to actively 
participate. The quality of participation is, of course, entirely dependent on doing the work for 
that class. Participation is worth 15% of your final grade. 
 
 
GRADING 
 
The calculation of final grades is based upon the following breakdown: 
 
 
Blog   15% 
Essay 1                        20% 
Essay 2                        20% 
Essay 3   30% 
Participation                15% 
 

                                     
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE  (subject to change; always double check course website!) 
	  
 
 Readings due for class    Film viewing  
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 Writing workshop/bring computer   Deadline        

@        On course website 

 
 
Week 1  Introductions  
 
Tuesday, January 14 
 
 Mark Twain, “The Danger of Lying in Bed” 
 
 
Thursday, January 16 
 
 Frank Furedi, Culture of Fear 
 Authur, “No Thrills Without Spills: Why danger is good for us” @ 
 Parfitt, “Reading with a purpose”@ 
 
 
Week 2   Selling Risk: The Lure of Extreme Sports 
 
Tuesday, January 21 
 
 Deborah Lupton, Risk, 148–157 
 Brymer and Schweitzer, “Extreme Sports Are Good For Your Health” 
 Laird Hamilton, “How to Handle Danger Without Fear” @ 
 
 
Thursday, January 23 
 
 Catherine Palmer, “Shit Happens” 
   McNaughton, “How Social Was The Red Bull Stratos #LiveJump Publicity Stunt?” @ 
 O’Conner, Words Fail Me, tba. 
 
 
Week 3   Subversive Adventures 
 
Tuesday, January 28 
 
 Bradley Garret, “Cracking the Paris Carrières” 
 Harris, “Coming to Terms” 
     “Crack the Surface: Episode I”  
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 “Urban Explorers: Quests for Myth, Mystery and Meaning”  
 
 
 
 
Thursday, January 30 
 
 Frohlick, “Wanting the Children and Wanting K2” 
 Using Sources 
 
 Essay 1 draft due by 11pm. 
 
 
Week 4   Toxic Fears 
 
Tuesday, February 4 
 
 Graff and Birkenstein, “So What? Who Cares?”  
 Trimble, “Openers” 
 Thesis and motive 
 
 
Thursday, February 6 
 
 Penelope Green, "Domestic Detox: Extreme Home Cleaning" @ 
      Sarah Vogel, “Conceptualizing Risk in the Synthetic Age” 
 
 
Week 5   Workshop 
 
Tuesday, February 11 
 
 O’Conner, Words Fail Me, tba. 
 Structure: Paragraphs 
 
 
Thursday, February 13 
 
No Class 
 
 
Week 6  A Short History of DDT 
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Tuesday, February 18 
 
 Rachel Carson, Silent Spring 
 
 
Thursday, February 20 
 
 Oreskes and Conway, Merchants of Doubt, 216–239. 
 
 
 
Week 7    Carson Legacy  
 
Tuesday, February 25 
 
 Bill Moyer, “Rachel Carson Remembered” 
 
 
Thursday, February 27 
 
 O’Conner, Words Fail Me, tba. 
 Joseph Harris, “Forwarding” 
 Using Sources 
 
 Essay 2 draft due, 11pm 
 
 
Week 8   Climate change: a global risk. 
 
Tuesday, March 4 
 
Student conferences: no class. 
 
 
Thursday, March 6 
 
 Elizabeth Kolbert, Field Notes from a Catastrophe, tba. 
 Hans Ostrom, “The Masks of Revision” 
  Advanced Revision  
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Week 9  Climate Change II 
 
Tuesday, March 11 
 
 Kolbert, Field Notes from a Catastrophe, tba. 
 Anthony Giddens, The Politics of Climate Change, 11–18 
 
 
Thursday, March 13 
 
Library research seminar. Meet at Bizzell Library. 
 
 
 
SPRING BREAK! 
 
 
Week 10  Climate Skeptics: the politics of uncertainty 
 
Tuesday, March 25 
 
 Giddens, The Politics of Climate Change, 19–32. 
 “Three States Pushing ALEC Bill to Require Teaching Climate Change Denial” @ 
 
 
Thursday, March 27 
 
 Oreskes and Conway, Merchants of Doubt, tba. 
 
 
Week 11  Tuvalu and Climate (In)Justice? 
 
Tuesday, April 1 
 
 Myers and Kulish, “The Growing Clamor About Inequities of Climate Crisis” @ 
 Whitty, “All the Disappearing Islands” 
 
 
Thursday, April 3 
 
 Giddens, The Politics of Climate Change, 163–184. 
 Paradise Drowned: Tuvalu, the disappearing nation 
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Week 12    Research Workshops 
 
Tuesday, April 8 
 
TBA 
 
 
Thursday, April 10 
 
TBA 
 
 
 
Week 13   Research Workshops 
 
Tuesday, April 15 
 
TBA 
 
 
 
Thursday, April 17 
 
TBA 
 
 
Friday, April 18.  
 
  Essay 3 drafts due 
 
 
Week 14    Research Presentations 
 
Tuesday, April 22 
 
Conferences- no class 
 
 
Thursday, April 24 
 
TBA 
 
.  
Week 15    Research Presentations 
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Tuesday, April 29 
 
TBA 
 
Thursday, May 1 
 
Last day of class. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

	  


