
CLOSERS: HOW TO END AN ESSAY 

 

A conclusion allows you to have the final say on the issues you have raised in your paper, to summarize 
your thoughts, to demonstrate the importance of your ideas, and to propel your reader to a new view of 
the subject. It might even go beyond the boundaries of the prompt to consider broader issues and make 
new connections.  

Basic Principles 

While there are many ways to approach writing a conclusion, these are three useful principles that offer 
exit strategies for your essay 

►Re-state your main point in a fresh and lucid manner 

►Gratify the reader with at least one new twist or phrase that makes your point memorable 

► Look beyond the paper: What are the broader implications of your analysis? 

Effective Strategies  

In addition to these basic principles, here are a few strategies that might help you get started on or revise a 
conclusion 

►Ask the "So What" question. Typically used to sharpen your introduction by testing for motive, 
it can also be an effective way to sharpen your conclusion. If you're stuck and feel like your 
conclusion isn't saying anything new or interesting, ask yourself (or have a friend ask you) why 
any of this matters.  

►Synthesize, don't summarize: Include a brief summary of the paper's main points, but don't 
simply repeat things that were in your paper. Instead, show your reader how the points you made 
and the support and examples you used fit together. Pull it all together. 

►Include a provocative insight or quotation. Perhaps you came across a particularly pithy, biting 
or humorous quote during your research. As long as it sparks some further thought on the issues 
you raised in your essay, use it to jolt your weary reader awake.  

►Propose a course of action, a solution to an issue, or questions for further study. This can 
redirect your reader's thought process and help her to apply your information and ideas to her 
own life. 

►Point to broader implications. How might your analysis cast light on bigger issues? What can a 
reader take away from your paper that might serve them in other venues? 


