
Metacommentary: What is it and why do we need it? 
 

What is it?  Metacommentary is a fancy-sounding word for a simple idea: readers often need explicit directions 
on how to understand our claims and argument.  We do it everyday in normal conversation when we clarify or 
repeat or emphasize our points for the benefit of our listener: “What I meant to say was...” or “You may not like 
this but...” We aren’t adding new points but rather telling our audience how to interpret what we have already 
said. In writing, especially for longer essays, metacommentary is a way of repeating, commenting on, and 
connecting your main claims. It ensures that your reader doesn’t misunderstand what you are saying or get lost.  

It might be helpful to imagine metacommentary as a kind of narrative voice-over or second text in your paper: it 
works alongside your main text to explain and tie together the action. It spotlights the major parts of your 
argument, making sure the reader sees them and understands them. 

 

                                               

 

What does it look like? Metacommentary can take a lot of different forms.  A few examples: 

To clarify a position:  What I mean here is____ .             I am not suggesting____but rather_____. 

To distinguish your claims from those of others: Contrary to_____, we assert that_____. 

To anticipate objections:  Some may object that____. While reasonable, this criticism fails to____. 

To connect points that otherwise seem distinct: The connection here is subtle but important:____. 

To emphasize order and preview what is to come: First, we are going to explore___. Second, we 
discuss____. Finally, we consider____ 

To can elaborate on motive and the “So what?” question: The real issue here is___.     What is truly 
significant about this question is____. 

 

Metacommentary is so important it even appears at the very beginning of your essay: in your title. 
Standing apart from the rest of the paper, the title is a kind of commentary on the main text, telling the 
reader what to expect.  

 


